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protection at home and in other coun-
tries. 

In fact, small business firms with IP 
rights earned 32 percent more in rev-
enue on average per employee when 
compared to their counterparts with-
out IP rights. 

Without those protections, our econ-
omy may not be what it is today. 

H.R. 2655 offers necessary education 
and training to sustain America’s com-
petitive edge and drive continued eco-
nomic growth. 

As such, I once again urge my col-
leagues to support this measure, and I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation 
strengthens the partnership between 
two important Federal agencies that 
help small businesses protect what 
they have created: the SBA and the 
USPTO. 

It is important that small firms 
across the Nation have access to all the 
tools that they need to protect their 
creations from intellectual property 
theft. 

Therefore, I would urge my col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2655. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

JOE’S BARBEQUE OF ALVIN, 
TEXAS, IS A GIFT 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, Alvin, 
Texas, is known nationally for two 
things: 42 inches of rain in 24 hours, our 
gift from Tropical Storm Claudette; 
and baseball strikeout king Nolan 
Ryan, our gift from the gods of base-
ball. 

But those gifts are in our past. Our 
now greatest gift has been going strong 
since 1976: Joe’s Barbeque. 

Owner Joe Saladino is a walking, 
Texan-talking American dream. 

Joe opened with four tables, one bar-
becue pit, and three employees. He 
served eight potatoes per day; four at 
lunch and four at dinner. 

I was at Joe’s a few weeks ago, and 
man, oh, man, has that world changed. 
1,200 Texans eat at Joe’s every single 
day. They enjoy 100 pounds of sausage, 
80 briskets, and endless potatoes. 

f 

THE SUPREME COURT IS 
SUPPOSED TO BE ABOVE POLITICS 

(Mr. PAYNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 

minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, the Su-
preme Court is supposed to be above 
politics. Justice is supposed to be 
blind. 

But rather than nominate a fair and 
balanced jurist to the Supreme Court, 
the man in the White House has nomi-
nated a right-wing operative to replace 
Justice Kennedy. 

Not only that, the nominee is some-
one who apparently believes that the 
President is above the law. 

Make no mistake. Judge Brett 
Kavanaugh is no Justice Kennedy. 

Whether we are talking about the 
disgraceful Starr Commission or Bush 
vs. Gore or the scandalous George W. 
Bush administration, Judge Kavanaugh 
has been there. His hands are covered 
in right-wing muck. 

This nomination threatens the rights 
and liberties the people of this Nation 
have died for. Confirming Judge 
Kavanaugh would destroy Roe vs. 
Wade. It would put ObamaCare at risk, 
and it would threaten the rights of 
same-sex couples to marry. 

The American people demand justice, 
and justice is fair, not a justice who is 
full of hot air. 

f 

CONCERNS ABOUT JUDGE 
KAVANAUGH 

(Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to convey my strong 
concerns about President Trump’s 
nominee for the Supreme Court, Judge 
Brett Kavanaugh. 

If confirmed, Judge Kavanaugh will 
be in a crucial position to reshape the 
laws around a woman’s right to make 
her own medical decisions, but also he 
will be in a position to affect the right 
to access quality and affordable 
healthcare for millions of Americans, 
and legal protections for LGBTQ citi-
zens. 

I am disturbed by Judge Kavanaugh’s 
record on these issues and many oth-
ers. 

Millions of Americans rely on the Su-
preme Court to uphold these hard-won 
rights, and they are increasingly im-
periled. 

My colleagues in the Senate must be 
sure that Judge Kavanaugh continues 
to do what the Supreme Court has done 
for years: preserve, protect, and uphold 
these constitutional rights for all 
Americans. 

If they cannot be sure that Judge 
Kavanaugh will do so, they must reject 
his nomination. 

f 

NO COURT SHOULD BE TO THE 
RIGHT OR THE LEFT 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
headlines of the New York Times: 

‘‘Conservatives Close in on Three-Dec-
ade Dream: Tipping Court to the 
Right.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, no court should be to 
the right or to the left. It should be for 
the American people. 

I ask the Senate, and I commit to my 
constituents, to fight for a thorough 
and long review of the nominee’s 
record, and to determine whether we 
are now appointing to the court a po-
litical biased aficionado; a person who 
has worked in politics and as well has 
shown his bias by way of his extensive 
and detailed and over-the-top report in 
the Starr report. 

It will be interesting to find whether 
Mr. Kavanaugh has concern about all 
of America, because the Supreme Court 
holds in his hands that responsibility. 

The USA Today says, ‘‘Family Sepa-
ration Combines Cruelty and Incom-
petence.’’ 

I ask for the Secretary of Homeland 
Security to immediately come to the 
House of Representatives, and I ask the 
Speaker to provide that opportunity 
for him to be able to speak to us about 
why he has lost children and why they 
are separated from their families. 

We need to stop the shooting of ba-
bies by those who leave guns for 2-year- 
olds to shoot themselves. 

f 

THE 2018 NATO SUMMIT 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, this 
week, America’s closest allies have 
come together to discuss issues critical 
to our common security at the 2018 
NATO Summit. 

In these challenging times, with seri-
ous global threats, we must affirm our 
commitment to NATO. Liberty’s de-
fense requires strong bonds with prov-
en allies. 

Sadly and needlessly, our President’s 
wishy-washy statements regarding the 
transatlantic alliance have already led 
to uncertainty and discomfort among 
our allies. How counterproductive. 

Instead of strengthening bridges 
among freedom-loving nations, our 
President has derided our closest allies. 
He has cozied up to Vladimir Putin and 
North Korea’s dictator, even inviting 
Russia back into the G7 Group. 

Putin’s murderous regime is waging 
an illegal war in Ukraine, killing over 
10,000 Ukrainians already, displacing 
millions, and actively seeks to under-
mine our democratic institutions and 
alliances. 

This President’s dangerous behavior 
is weakening U.S. leadership and global 
security. NATO has brought peace and 
security to liberty-loving nations. We 
must be clearly resolute in our defense 
of liberty, and to that end, NATO. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LAURA 
SHIPP 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
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